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One fing day, towards the middle of the last century, the
MNaewobury and District Field Club set out on a long-planned
eclucational excursion to Wantage. The Pelican vard was, as
usual, the place of rendezvous and happily the weathsr was
highly favourable, the power of the sun’'s rays being tempered
by a refreshing bresze. After some delay a start was made and
the party, seated 1n waggonettes nd other convevanceas, drove
off.

lunched at Pusey, 1n the house of Mr and Mrs $ E Bouwverie
and, after a vote of thanks from the Mayor of Reading,
rad Into Pusey hL”“h Here they examined a monument to
390 Dunch, supported by weepling of ML all drapsry
et thelr pocket handkerchiefs. ¥ then go b under

and proceeaded to Charney. & > &
Was noticed en rodte to the Manor House, bhen

residence of a Mr Jamss Begsley.
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Leaving the party to conbinue t 1 Journsy let

the Manor House Mot quite a Fforgobben pile Y

visibed as 1t was by amateur historians and curious sight-

Sears . little away 1n ths

Lhe Whit e y b A writer composing a gulids

ook some Fifty wvears later dl‘” stopped of f at Charnsy and hs
1 Ltical eve over Lthe soene.

wrah forms e
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the rof Manor House . For
Lelong who lived elsewha
Lbeing let to tenant rurmgr;. On the whole
used the oldsst part of the bullding as an &
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a vbuilding
had simply



1835 shows clearly the sacks of grain and hay-rakes. Paradox-
1caliy, it may be that this neglect was, at the same time, the
solar’s salvation. The solar and chapel were at least s
the Tinjudicious restoration’ which was, at wvarious timas,
inflicted on the rest of the MHouse.

PR
re

Q

&

P
-

f&mily
ed how

ot the time of the writer’s concern the tenants
called Rickards. A vistor to Charnsy 1in 1965

they had kept most of the house shut up and 1i
fen rooms abt the front of the buillding. (He
that his Jjob, as a boy, had consisted of cleas
pumoing water for baths in the back kitche and
strawbarry beds ). When the Soclety Tor the B
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Was a Mig Meloney Stephens, and she wrote Lack
Gociet ag LNy trshe ad already

et antiguard " The YSociety LOOK

“ted at a sub i t me=tbting that they had ;
furthar action for the QVE”Dmt "the matter being of
1f =) they ght do o Mvarm  tharn
In Manor camg 1nto Lhe Mr Price,
COUsLn i 5 SGrtephens and the : Ltdte
nonths later. He immediately
1 f modarats axpandl bure
he would be prepared Lo
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Williamn Welr,
The

~acts trom

retains its open timber roof, 1in a vary ruinous
condition and covered with stong tiles. It contains
rie-beamnms with king post and struts. The soubh wall

bulged outwards and pulled the tie-psams out of the

~ they are propped at cznbra from the fFloor. B

are broken under the king-post and the

of collapsing.

The zouth wall where bulged
tion and allows of the wet

the roof whioeh

fir and not the

Tha windows are unglazed. The exterior
chapael is completely hi oy 1wy, Whilch has beean 1
i ¥ 7 ¥
= 2 firm hold of thne walls and roof. ne buttress at




the  west end of the south wall 1 displaced by the VY.
The modarn buttress at the west end of the south wall e
forced away fTrom the wall and the top portion 1s missing.
The level of the ground is about two feet higher than the
ground floor. The floor is of earth, very unsven.

Having survived for over 600 vyvears Charngy Manor was gasntly
otbing away. Perhaps the cruellest blow of all was Dltulﬂ o
i the last line of the report, which resad: "the approximate
cost of repairing the walls, rocfs and the flcors, as zset
forth above, would probably amount to the sum of Three hundre
and fifbty pounds’. There was no way that this could be con-
sidered, 1in 1907, a moderate expenditure.
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farm land to hig tenants, . bhen bhe
into repalr under th of Mr Welr

sale of the houss, for £1,9200 hardly netted a
“ofit, but he express mzelf well pleased with "th
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loday Caus to be grateful to Mre Price, the R .
_ammnsg, . by for the Preservation of #Anclent Builldings,
and all Lhe pravious owners under whose care, or benign

naglect, the Manor of Charney has enguresed.

But why should we CAare much for an anociant
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The guestion vexed Richard fAllen ; he reported
£ the occlety of Frisnds on the present and futursa role of
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Morth West corner of the parish. The bounds travel East along
the stream which fTlows pas Cherbury Camp until 1t meets a
ford; orobably at the point where the road between Charney
and Longworth crosses the stream. 1t then mesets up with the
River 0ck again which flows into the Land brook. The Mead
diteh joins with the Ock to complete the cutline. The bound~
ary 1s familiar today, only the Mead ditch has isappeared,
and we can see that the "island on the Cern’ was aptly named,
belng entirely surroundaed by water. Az the map shows, "ceran-
curgh, “cerenford’ and ”“eavna grat' all occcur on ong stratoh;
a stream arising in Pusey and flowing into the Qok
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Wall 1into this century the grand name of Charney Manor
appearead on maps as p?“t of Charney Wick. Many b i T Lided-
ing nsarby ', =till remain. Wick” old
glish word, i Latin "wic L
old English 1t generally msant 1t

bhe loca meaning of a2 farm, specifically,

it iz a dairy Tarm ~ part of the dis

abobay of fkbingdon ~ that ©
sidered. In the early history of
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could about the way of 1life and intellectual attainmaents o
the abbey of Fleury, which had Just been reformed undsar ©h

influence of the great house of Cluny.
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At Cluny monks were sant out to live on eafate@ lving soma
distance from the abbsy and they sent bac a fixed proportion
of the produce of the lands in their charq;. Aobingdon appears
to be the only English monastery to have adopted this system
hefore 1t arrived, along with many other French i1deas, with
bhe Morman Conguest. Whern towards the close of the twelfih
certury Thomas de Hussesburne was in charge of the abbey’gs
revanues he declared to the Excheqgquer that all Berkshire was
insufficient to prqudd milk and cheeas for s Monks . But
the brethren replied that wicks were providec
St Astholwold to supply the ald milk and cheese.

e tlme of

an of G Jry had, in fact, besn strongly
“al activities Tor his monks, fearing all that
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Recory were kept 1n the abbesy Chronicles of all the wicks
and the ways due trom them. £ Mway' 1s oan old English welght,



used as a standard measurement fto dry goods. It varied
according to the commodity (cheese, wool, salt, coal, etc.)
and the area. For instance a wey of Essex ohee was 3381bs,
but in Suffolk 1t was only 256lbs. The ab ronicles for
the period 1100 to 1135 give us somg idea of the ort of goods
Charney providead.
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These are the wicks which ought to find so many psas...
from the wiks of Charney 16 weys.

These are the wicks which found chasse in the refectory.
wick of Charney 16 wevs.,

flso the kitchener receives 3 btimes 1n thg yesar ftrom
Charney 3 horselcads at his summons, for carryving fish to
the kitchen, from wharever he wishes, which makes one

month of farm.

the monks kitchen from 455 and 1ld, from 2,000
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sefore the end of the twelfbh century the offlices of ths
monastery (called obedientaries) had pegun to be assigned to
sarticular monks. In the old records of the obadientiarie
and their duties it is laid down that the abbot shall appolnt
monks outstanding for their integrity, wisdom and obher vir-
tues to be in charge of the vills; that 1s, thse se MANOrs
- Cumnor, Barton, Marcham, Charney, Uffington, Lockings witn
Farncorough, and Milton - appropriated to the bmmkut f;um
anclient times for the provision of food. e '
guarded their rights mog jealously  and
divison of revanues : ; abbot and
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producers of grain and cheese. Eighty-five yvears later, when
Menry I and his host were about to invade Ireland, wheat and
chesse were sent Trom Berkshire to feed them 1n that savags
land. Bread and cheese, along with pork and pulses formeaed the
bulk of most pecple’s dietb.

The wvillage probably held 80 pecple. Cottars ca

considered as heads of households and Charngy had 15 cottars,

tio of whom were on Warin’s land, and five serfs (one on

Warin’s land). Cuttdrsj or cottagers wereg pes s ranking
ar £l

balow villains or bor s, owning a cottage, bub Llit
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By the late Fourteenth century, and possibly muoch @arlier the
abbnt had a treasurer, a member of his own household gulte
1istinct from the convaent treasurer He 1w found in the
Fifteenth century visiting manors in “ompdny with the steward,
ro collect rents and settle terms of leases on behalf of the
abbot.

However . relationships betwsan abbobt and monks were
harmnnloua. For instance the monks’ m)txon4 of
ssigned by the abbot (during Lent tre
sels) and, according to contemporary
aenbury momks were movad by the dewvil ]
the chapter on the grounds that he oo tiLons
assigned them by the sainted stelwold had diminid
ﬂh’a cama to the ears of the sent the &rchbilsl
Ehe blshop of ' i
Lﬂ/d“['qjtp

ymmd Nl ecat . wWith
-t challengs this

ER0, July 1 &,
Commissl SFf over and te
John Golafre, FRichard de
Girton, on complalnt by Jobin
the ohureh of %ws v that
Foasr bWyl , John fﬂy]LtQH:
and Walter Gloﬁie, his e
Mary Johrn Mary, William
the cohurch of Sonynaw wll Fict
shbhotes-cha umo@rJPyn‘ of “Hoyndon,
't Paneter Henry Bullolk,
Char rm,, 5 We L tor
& carried

S, Whaer

at

ana
111, e
the il cath that
i1 acguitted. ‘

vlam and the v

John killed
fim, o 1t 1% 1n marsy.
triat the will of sk Hink
was naevaer found. William of
the same, Walter, son of William

Mearohar

WiLlliam




