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adjoining. Three cow commons 1n bhe COMMON fields
Charney.

a ar in thes survay which states: "Conven=
ie t hop pol te be allowad svery vaar to be sebt up and used
1n the hop wvard therse and not glsswhars. In consideration
wWwhareof the tenant at his cost to plant pole and dress theg
aid hop vard and gather and dry the hops and delivear the
moity @o drved and well prepared to my Lady for uss at he
house at Pusey’ . )
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At the beginning of this century was old man providing the key
of St. James’® Church to a passing writer desaripad how when
the Dewes were in possession of the Manor they used a private
snbrance to the Church to reach their high-backed pew in
privacy. They were evidently good Christians. The Protestant
sunday school was erected in 18721 on land given by James Dawe,
and endowad in 183% by his brother Thomas Wwith £1,875. He
1eft a further sum in his will, the dividands amounting to £10
a year to be applied in somg manner most conducive to best

interests of the school. Thomas and William D 1
volved in setting up the Frilford and Longwor th Hor 1O,
A * R an&

With licensed chapels at Frilford, Lonawao :
Sopleton; thay also set up LSS and Briti
at Longworth with a Tull-time minmister ¥
£300; the income from whllh'was
of plankets and Sf
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Mr Sidney Edwarda huJ~HW1”“ﬁusav (who entertzinsd the
of the educational axcursion me TLuﬁud on pageg ong)
Manor to Bs Mire County amle~hoLdLnna
& Mrs Pearson, whose hust archiitect
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a superpk bureau in strongly figured walnut with satinwood
and rosewood inlay by Gillow of Lancaster.

The adjcoining gardan has been giliven great charm by Mrs
Waterhouse. Morthwards a walk betwsen herbaclious bordzsrs
in the kitchen garden leds to a pretty pleached hornbeam
arpour. anothaer arbour of vines trained over an i1ron
canopy supported on pillars, is on the lawn against the
churceh, bringing a Renaissance note into this igland of
the Middle Lges.

at some time during the thirteentnh century wopuilldin
commanced on the oldﬂst parts of the pressnt Charns
It may nhave san par of the building progrﬂﬂﬂa that
on the d=athn uf kbbob John de B mvilles; artainly
' 1255) encdowad 'naew works', a keepur uf the
uwntly appointed to theg abbey. the
onad and supervised by e abbey ssems beyond
# landownsr buildir 11l rare
th.teemth caentury and LY@
orliginated i
whic suggasts somsg walls may dats Yrom as  earl
Conventional wisdom has wvarlied bet t 3 :
L.m); tris is based on the windows and ths ti
o fF but dosg not rule outb the possibility of we
earlier structure having been 1ncorporated,
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Caertainly tha alignme <L door St Feters
trug East-West, suggesths ik f two possibilitliss;
o sf an earlier Dax
crman woeuld never  have planr
e wWas already & Jaxon Hall
wWwhich togethsr with read, mar
s that the chureh had perforee
by West South West.

The mediaeval house has 1ts roots in thg Saxon hall,

still familiar to us today 1n Lhe great barns which ars
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primitive method of building to survive in this country and,
not surprisingly, the distribution of these cruck-framed
houses coincides with place names of a pre-Saxon origin.

In the more advanced king-post and ridg roof there 13 a post
betwesen the horizontal tie-beam of the “A” and the ridas of
the roof. This may derive from a central post in a mors
primitive house. In England the distribution of king-post and
ridge roofs points, on the evidence of place names, o their
having a Scandinavian origin.

Eut in the south-east of England most surviving thirtaesenth

century houses are of the trussed rafter tvpe. This mathod ot
construction shows great advances on the earller frames; it

[y

s lighter and more ccientlflc than the oruck mabthod and mwr@
economical as 1t dd P i Limoers.
each rafter 1g trea { ately; iz no o prid
trus snad Nno triamguiar "am&work at bay i1ntervals.
whio had a knowledge of cilled jointbinag had to evolve
style could bscome widespread. There 15 no Lldye
seral  constbruction; cach palr of rafters 13 P
two—-thirds of the way up by a collar beam and has a sLiralc
brace to the collar and anothsr Lo the wall gl
producing a pol nal profile (see 1llustration). The distril-
bution of thase uniform scantling” roofs (scantling bsilng a
measuremant of breadtbh and depth of timbe ') sugy : 8

=

INE= an ilmportation from France, arirlving Wt
Mormans. Examples have been found in Fraﬂoe dal

mich 1lth century.

The great defect of the trussed rafter roof was ths 1
lengthwise stlffemimg; if a Joint decaved the walght
roof covering might force the rafters to lean out of
This was remedied by the insertion of a longitudinal
under the collar (the collar purling, whlich was SUpgor
the tie-beam by a post with four-way struts; twao
the collar purlin, and two to the rafters or the rafttcer
(see i1llustration). This is called a crown-post roof;
coined to distinguish 1t from Lhe true king-post which

supports the ridge rather than a central purlin.
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The solar roof at Charnsgy Mancr 13 a
typse of roof, h'MLﬁq a combinabion
2 and trussed rafter Farly
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column with octagonal shafts and
base.

The solar measures 30FfL by left. & "solar”
room above ground level; the word b=ind
French "sol” meaning “"floor” and ”coliva‘ meaning

fax
solar was the private bed-sitiir room of  the owWner
family 1in the early Micddle A3 &, usually

end of the hall. During this period an i1ndividual bedre
exceptional and Judging trom contemporary literaturs
servants often slept 1in their master’' s rooms, pari
procection, Using a low truckle bed wnhnich could bs |



the largser one during the day. During the thirtzenth century
the English House developed a plan which continued 1n essan-
tial features until the end of the ediasval paeriod. The
lowsr end of the hall was screensd ofr to form a passage with
external doors at either end. Two, or more doors 1n the end
wall of the hall communicated with the kKitchans and offices.
The solar, usually raissd on a undeaercroft, was attached to
the opposite end of the nhall. Though only tha golar N
remains in anything like 1ts original form Charney Bajq#L i
an outstanding example of this plan.
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AN extra room could be obtained by Jjoining an annexe,
arately roofed, onto the solar like ths chancel to Lhe nave
as a FTavourite poesition for ths
at Charney wWas bullt 1
and of
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of a ochurach. Indesaed 1t w
dommstlic chapel. The ch”\
eantrance towards the
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distinct resemblance to the chapel ord
Fregmantle 1n 1251,

meEr wWilth o an ueg
and of the samg chamber,
wWwhich chapsl the snhna2riftf ':
king s wines.

Most of the original walls are about 3 ft thick, and built of
ashlar and ruJubble. The =zsolar = approached by stong staps
leading up from a yard to the OOorway wWhich now  commun 3 b
with the modern passags. At the south-west angle of tLhe

is a blocked doorway communicatyr with a ' ¢
tion which once served as a gdlqsrube (a madiasval
There would have besn a drainage diteh or pilt dudg
carry the waste. Thae wes wall is & good Six |
t ther walls and there 1is the beginning
window 1in the south—-west which indicates
nally projected further westwards. s the room lea
to the W t the original wall may have fallen out
w5 bee Tocaentury, otherwise tnhne owners may '
deci foreshorten the wing to line up with
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ntury, believed to be Gesrman, and the tapestries above 1t
are 17th century.

The chapsl is 12ft & by 9ft 10. The eas window 1s a late
rhirteenth century two-light uncupsed lancet. The south
window 13 lancat with trefoiled head and hood moulding.
iscina (a perforated stone basin for carrying away
% N othe south wall, and an aumi locker or
recess for sacramental vessels) on the morttn wall. T
of the old door hooks can bg s ' e
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Ehe east wall and a
both original. The
bwo-Llight windows

sixteenth caentury and the here 1%
thirteemtm century fireplace in the nortnh wall, ite sguars-
heasded trefoll being characteristic of its time, & solution Lo
the problem of spanning a wids ' ' -clates  the
dizscovery of the flattened arch. Ths shaga in b
flat-topped '
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If you stand at the top of the stairs wyour test wlll ba atove
the level of the orig ! hall. Looking up you
ge some of the the hall was rebullt

into tWo < s probably during the early period
csghip, around 2 The timbers were evidantly
in a workshop and btheay are rumbered  1n Roman
Trom 1 to &. The roof 1s of sixteenth century




tonesfiaeld slates. The early hall would have extended
shwaan what are now the far walls of the two sitting rooms,
and have besen thse same width. Sash windows which had just
beea invented were also fitted to ths house 1n the sixtesnth
antury but thay were replaced by the Victorians, who no doubt
felt the present stone mullions were more 1n kesping with the
ﬁ"tiqulty of the structure. In the engraving of the house 1n
srker s Domestic Architecture of the Middle Ages (L8351 ) thare
a general late elghtesnth century character to ths centra
slock, Lndicating some alterations b/ the Kecks or Bushnsells.
that btime the front of the S the Wast, now
ovarlooklng the gardens; Ehe : door and drive
: giliven directly onto e Far bulldings and bthe

‘e'%arn which burnt ] ‘ ) E . The north
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Thay knew Mrs Waterhouse and had visited the Manor under her
ocwnership; when she died in 1948 they bought 1t for the
Society of Friends to use as a guest house and conference
caentre., ot the same time they set up a rust fund 1n memory
of their daughter Jenephsr, Who died tragically young in an
its upkeaep. Tt was intended to provide an atmosphare of
friendliness, peace and seclusion for anyone wishing to ga 1N
mantal and physical refreshmant, and for groups mesting to
confer an dlfficult guestions or who geek deesper spiritual
insight The Gilletts themsslves had always kapt an opean
house, tU']LﬁQ no-ona from thelr doors and hosting many dis-
IrouRs th“ough the long years of their marriasd life

Lt
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thay started each a reading and qguiel
Friends they wsare active a4 concernsd at every
Sooiety’s functioning. Henry Gillett died 1in
artly before her Gwn death in 1969 his wite wWrote:

I can boast of nothing spectacular, but I gLlve
For  all  the beauty I have found 1in  tields and

e
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woods and water, and 1nm the  old builldings o
clally L give thanks for Lhe baadty an
. sesaen in people, for the unfailing love I
From babyhood and for tne wealth of frisndship
maet me along the way.
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The Manor was nob an easy task for the Sccietby Lo take
; cre times when those responsibe for
r inmclined to out thqu (somatime
he property. gut
George Gorman Ln  par ticular, for |
Manor mave fallen under the spell of 1t charm and
.1 that it has a real contribution anc a place within the
vele bty providing confarence facilities for groups ranging
Bishops to squar: dancers, and subsidising family holi-
days for those 1in nee The running of the Manor has areatly
prassnt manageress. Shaeila Terry, who was
cf Charney Bassett. fs WdlL 7
the Houss 1tself ‘
a cold store,
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of this winter upon ¢
time, and saw no land, and my clothas ware
s all that tims anda awWw no land, ar
aff two nights all that time, so far as [
smember thers was no convenianoy for my weak b
There wers French, and Dutch, and Irish, and Barbarians,
amd Englisn, and I had sore axercises agalinst trnem, both
ardly and outwardly; pbut yvet I had good service also
zﬁrgJ tham.
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I took shipping at New York, and as thes Lord put it into
my heart to visit Friends in the Leesward Islands so he
carriied the wvessel, lebt them that saitled do what bhew
could and they could not stesr thelir course to Barba does,
although they endeavoured with all their might. L hrad
good sarvice amongst them in the vessel, and they Were
made to confess to the Almignhty power that I testified T
We lay off Antigua a week before the ownar would let me GO
on shore, but the all-wise God ordered 1t =so, that the
vaessel could not go away till I had besn there and
parfornad what service he had appointed for me.
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We were salling on th
visit friends at Newi
a hypooritical prof
M e aout the pows
winds  and  sea  obeved,
AC1A fris will. But
for hw had heard that tho
carried any Friend thilthe
udxbuwbeq, and salid he
Loupe; and he laboursd
for the hand of thne Lord was

sea, 1t opened in my
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I Weime <
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"; and hole sail agalm For
Cher the point of Gauda-
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12 locked up the bread, and
ers whan g he should be
he did expac He o lome
stinking wat

er, and we warsa
bhey  said the French  would

starved. They weare paplists

watser they would takse our shi orey, and us tfor
captives. Yet this owner of the wve:s would not  go [
any other lsland, until the merchants that wersa on board
threatenad him very sorely; and then he put 1n at a
mountainous called Mount 9 Ll and thsy  went all
away from me as they wsare landad.

was very wsakly, being
{ ac & cnmodation.
et I

13

GOWlA

WL

Ao on
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E1ll I =we

clear of :
antluuA took my passaga 1n that

Emglish woman,

had neithsr bread nor drink, SUTAT and I
desired half a pint of Madsiir: L uuLLpd, and bthat
sarved mg night and morning, and ad 1t o)

me .

I salled to bthe other




callaed for the owner and cleared my consciance to him, and

cal )
told nim the hand of the Lord was agalmat him, and warned
him to repent, else he should suddenly feel the stroke of
it heavy upon him; and 1nsasmuch as his heart had beaean
too much set on that bark, he should shortly sec 1

Lord would destroy 1t, and ac ;w,dlmglv his wvessel MAaS
split on a rock a little time aftt
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The breathing of my soul is daily for you, and for all my
relatives; and to them at Faringdon and Charney, and
Goosey, and all the rest of Friends tharsabouts.

Quakers

asic Quaker conviction
gvary human bsing
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